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MUSIC TOOLS ISOstatic

In recent years it has become common knowledge among audiophiles that, in order to improve the
sonic performance of their system—built with so much passion and often considerable financial
sacrifice—it is necessary to position the electronics and loudspeakers on dedicated support structures.
As a reminder for the more distracted and for newcomers, these equipment tables essentially serve
two purposes: to drain away the vibrations produced by the equipment and protect it from the equally
harmful interference transmitted by the surrounding environment, in addition to their conventional
function of providing an orderly base on which to place the components.

No more placing electronics in bookcases, often stacked one on top of another and subject to
dangerous, sonically speaking, electromagnetic flows or, worse still, in the famous shaky racks of the
1970s and '80s with their glass doors. In past years, numerous companies have addressed this need by
producing a wide variety of tables, most characterized by a Spartan appearance, constructed with a
rigid, integrated structure and a system for draining and controlling vibrations through conical spikes.

These are generally placed at the base of the uprights, thereby allowing vibrations produced by
electronic equipment to be discharged toward the floor. In more advanced structures, these uprights
are filled—or can be filled—with damping substances that transform vibrations into heat, thereby
creating a barrier to their propagation.

Often, as an additional means of coupling the components, the various shelves can themselves be
supported on the frame by adjustable spikes, which also make it possible to level each individual shelf
and bring the equipment into a perfectly level position, something that is particularly important for
source components. Most table support structures are made of steel; some are aluminum, while the
shelves are almost always made of wood, MDF, or glass. Manufacturers’ catalogs, with their broad
choice of models in terms of shape and dimensions, have successfully met virtually every enthusiast’s
needs.

The arrival of Home Theater on the market has placed the system and its accessories near or together
with the television, risking the transformation of our equipment table into a piece of furniture and
bringing into the world of supports an enormous selection of attractive-looking equipment cabinets
made with increasingly refined materials and workmanship. The risk of this evolution is that such
elegance of form may not be accompanied by an improvement in the functions for which the supports
were created, leaving the audiophile who wants to buy a table that works well and also looks good with
no small amount of confusion.

Music Tools Audio Furniture is a young company founded by brothers Cristiano and Davide Bastianelli,
who came from different professional backgrounds. The former worked in artisanal glass processing for
the thriving furniture industry in the dynamic Pesaro industrial district; the latter, who graduated in
architecture from the Polytechnic University of Milan, worked in architectural and furniture design.

Their shared passion for music and sound reproduction, however, led them, after years of design and
experimentation, to found Music Tools in 1997. The company therefore began with a solid technical
knowledge of materials and construction systems for these objects, intended to complement and
optimize high-fidelity systems. The Pesaro-based company is keen to emphasize that listening is the
ultimate judge of its products. In fact, every new product is evaluated through listening sessions with
groups of listeners before being introduced to the market.

In these few years, the company has designed and produced a broad catalog of supports for both
loudspeakers and electronics. The loudspeaker stands consist of three lines: the Entasis, which we
reviewed successfully in an earlier SUONO group test; the less expensive Fultur; and, last but not least,
stands dedicated to the legendary BBC LS3/5A loudspeakers. All Music Tools stands are available in
different heights to allow the best interface between loudspeaker and room.



The range of supports for electronics is equally comprehensive. It begins with the Alica series,
optimized for audio-video systems, with aluminum uprights and rigid wooden shelves finished in cherry
or Canadian maple; and the ISO series, consisting of the ISOstatic series, which includes the table
under review, and the ISOshelf series, a simplified version of the higher-end series that uses its design
concept.

Also part of the ISOstatic series are the Flooramp units, specifically built for placing power amplifiers
directly on the floor.

This month we test a new product from the young and dynamic Pesaro-based company Music Tools: a
modular equipment-support system with attractive design and unquestionable effectiveness.

Manufacturer and Distributor: Music Tools
Via Lombardia 24 - 61100 Pesaro

Tel. 0721.41.56.70 - www.musictools.it
websurf-musictools@musictools.it

Price: Lit. 930,000 per module
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But | do not want to abuse your patience any further, so | will move on to describing the three ISOstatic
modules that make up the equipment table under review.

ISOstatic is a modular system. This is a precise design choice by the Pesaro company: the shelves that
make up the system are available and sold individually in two different heights (27 and 37 cm). This
makes it extremely simple to assemble the best solution for your system.

Each individual module consists of a metal structure made up of three cylindrical uprights connected to
one another by more traditionally shaped supports. This triangular structure, which forms the frame, is
made of welded steel, filled with a damping substance (granules of a particular acrylic material), and
tuned.

The first thing one notices is the great solidity and rigidity of the module, combined with a refined
quality of finish, due in part to the excellent plastic coating, which also provides additional sound
insulation through oven curing. In our case, the finish is satin silver.

This finish can be chosen, at no extra cost, instead of the more traditional black paint. The supporting
shelves are made of multilayer glass, expertly bonded and finished, with sheets of different thicknesses
to optimize resonances (5+10+5 mm). Between the structure and these shelves are adjustable steel
spikes. In addition to providing further vibration control, these allow the equipment to be leveled
immediately.

Individually, the pointed part of these spikes faces upward, while small counter-spikes are firmly
attached to the glass; this system provides greater stability.

Now we come to the special system used to couple the modules, one of the most original features of
the I1SOstatic system.

Each upright forming the structure has a steel counter-spike firmly fixed and centered at its upper end,
and an equally solid steel spike at its lower end, toward the floor. This allows the modules to be
assembled simply and intuitively: during assembly, all that is required is to align the spikes of the
upper structure with the counter-spikes of the lower frame, producing the table in just a few minutes.

The resulting structure is perfectly rigid. | repeatedly tried shaking it and, apart from the horizontal play
between the spike and counter-spike, | noticed no oscillation whatsoever.

As you will have understood, it took only a few minutes to assemble the table and begin the test. With
equal simplicity, | placed my system on the glass shelves. It had previously been placed on masonry
shelves supported by iron beams and consisted of a Marantz CD 17 CD player and YBA 2 preamplifier
and power amplifier.

For my equipment, the shelf dimensions (55 cm wide by 46 cm deep) were more than sufficient. There
is, however, a Reference version with larger shelves, which should accommodate the majority of
equipment on the market.

After positioning the SUONO Point anticorodal spike-and-counter-spike system beneath the equipment
and making the necessary connections between the components and my Strateg Cyan speakers, |
began listening.

From the very first notes, the ISOstatic system demonstrated an ability to make the sound of the
system more analytical while maintaining naturalness. It is not a cold sound, but a transparent sound
that is at the same time rounded and musical.

It was as if, in some way, controlling the vibrations recovered part of the recorded message, thereby
enriching and defining the sound and making it more alive.

When listening to “Prime Directive,” the title track of the latest work by the Dave Holland Quintet, the
splendid duet between Potter’'s saxophone and the deep, dark sound of Rabin Eubanks’ trombone
emerged with great naturalness and clarity without covering the work of the other members of the

group.



Moving on to Gianluca Trovesi’s latest work, Round About A Midsummer’s Dream, much of which was
recorded live and in which most of the musicians play acoustic instruments, the effect of the ISOstatic
table is truly convincing.

The reconstruction of the soundstage is properly proportioned, as is the scale of the instruments, and
the ability to reproduce the attack of the double bass and make the different types of percussion
intelligible is remarkable.

The impression is that, in some way, the non-fundamental harmonics of each note are being recovered,
making the tonal character natural and warm.

In the upper frequencies, the increase in analytical ability does not come at the expense of naturalness;
in fact, in my case it helps soften a certain coldness in the treble register of my CD player.

| find further confirmation of this ability when listening to a group of bootlegs from the electric period of
the great Miles Davis, since with the Music Tools table even these poorly recorded CDs became
listenable.

As you will have understood, | was pleasantly impressed by the qualities of this Music Tools product.
So, if you are looking for an equipment table that not only works well but is also beautiful and well
constructed, the ISOstatic system could be just what you are looking for!

Photo captions

Beside: the shelf rests on the structure via a conical spike mounted on the shelf itself.
Below: the upper part of the uprights contains the sockets for the conical spikes of the “upper” module.
The solution is simple and intelligent.
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